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About Us

SOME WORDS :

A library is basically a bank of knowledge. Preservation and distribution of knowledge is a continuous process.

&ldquo; Tamosho Ma(m) Jyotirgamaya&rdquo; (Sumambonum and highest good) and &ldquo;Atmo Mabo Bhabo&rdquo;
(Search your root, Search your passion, Search your mind) &mdash;the journey from darkness to light and this is what
spurred him. In fact, the altered situation and explosion of Information Technology has changed the life style of the
people. On the other hand the scope of study has decreased and hence the necessity of a ready to access online library.

Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) once said &mdash; &ldquo;Everything has been figured out, except how to live.&rdquo;
Undaunted, they debated until the choice was unanimous &mdash; appreciation of art and culture. It wasn&rsquo;t a
difficult choice since art & culture have always been very dear to Bengal&rsquo;s heart. No one can deny the fact that
the giants of Bengal not only reformed and enriched India but also have nourished the consciousness of the rest of the
world. The thoughts of these luminaries are best expressed in the native language, Bengali.

In 1979 Jyoti Bandyopadhyay, then a student of Scottish Church College (Class XI) came in contact with Dr. Alok Ray,
an eminent Educationist,

Researcher of Nineteenth Century and the then Head of the Department of Bengali of the same college. He occasionally
visited the residence of Dr. Ray where he found a big personal library stuffed with old and valuable books inspiring him
immensely. He felt the urge of collecting and preserving them. Jyoti Bandopadhyay started to collect books, journals,
images from old bookshops (boipara purono boier dokan) of College Street area and from his friend circle as well to
gradually develop a personal book bank. That effort gave birth to the concept of Bengali e-library (www.
www.banglalibrary.org).

We live in a hectic world that is full of opportunity but consumed by materialism and restlessness to the point of insanity.
At the end of the day, we retreat into a culture whose lyric almost therapeutically soothes our nerves and helps us
readjust our mind to the true meaning of life &mdash; life that discerns substance from superficiality, happiness from
restlessness and, above all, commitment to family from individual hedonism. So in a world immersed in materialism
where technological advancement has exceeded humanity. Atulprasad aptly understood the importance of the language
and created some immortal songs &ldquo;Moder garab moder asha, a mori Bangla bhasa.&rdquo; &mdash; (Our pride,
our hope, O our language Bengali!)

{mospagebreak &title=Why Bengali Library}

WHY BANGLALIBRARY :

The golden past vanishes away from the rude reality of our busy life. There is not enough time to search for it. If one
presents this everlasting universal golden days with decoration, nobody can deny it. The golden past that strengthens the
future, emerges through library, which can be called as the intersection of past, present and future.

We want to highlight the golden period of Bengali Literature, which is also the golden era of Indian culture, spanning
from 1850 to 1950. The innumerable Bengalees who had to leave their motherland and spread all over are our valuable
members. They want to retrieve their culture and search their roots eagerly.

We want to present that forgotten immemorial past into their grasp. The outlook and characteristics of library has
changed according to time and nature of thought. So, e-library was born.

{mospagebreak &title=Mission}

MISSION :

The main aim is to initiate a portal for the first Bengali Digital Image based Library of India, which will highlight not only
Bengali Literature but literature of all Indian languages as such, to promote creativity and an insight to human knowledge
and their eternal thirst for that.

This e-library is expected to contain more than a million books relating Bengali literature as well as literature in all other
Indian languages in the portal with a free-to-read and easy to access through the Internet. This portal will be the
harbinger of knowledge. It will be the fore-bearer of all other digital library initiatives in India, which can be accessed by
anybody living anywhere in the world 365x24x7 irrespective of color, creed, politics and socioeconomic background.

One of the main priorities of this Image based digital library will be to provide the end user with fragrance and real life
images of the pages of old books supported with full Rich Text Format indexing and searching based on data conversion
or OCR (Optical Character Recognition). It will be a very special on-line facility for researchers and students who intend
to delve deep into human knowledge, their mind, root and passion quickly and reliably. This particular portal will be an
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excellent launch pad for language processing in the avenues like machine translation, optical character recognition,
summarization, intelligent indexing, speech and hand writing recognition and information retrieval in any Indian
languages.

It is impossible to find more than 25,000 books being housed in a typical high school or college library and more than
one million books in a good library, which is hardly a fraction of the books that are available. It is a unique e-library
conceived and created Jyoti Bandyopadhyay, an ex-associate editor of a very well known daily based in Kolkata. We are
sure that this Image based Digital Library will be recognized all over the world for its authenticity, integrity and availability
of the data.

{mospagebreak &title=Vision}

VISION :

For the first time in history, all the significant literary, artistic and scientific works of mankind can be digitally preserved
and made freely available not only for our education, study, appreciation but for our future generations also in every nook
and corner of the world.

But until now, the transmission of our cultural heritage has depended on limited number of copies available in the fragile
media. The fires of Alexandria irrevocably severed our access to any of the works of the ancient scholars. In a thousand
years, only a few of the paper documents we have today will survive the ravages of deterioration, loss, and outright
destruction. With no more than 10 million unique book and document editions before the year 1900, and perhaps 100
million since the beginning of recorded history&mdash;the task of preservation is much larger. With new digital
technology, though, this task is within the reach of a single concerted effort for the public good, and this effort can be
distributed to libraries, museums, and other groups in all countries.

Existing archives of paper have many shortcomings. Many other works still in existence today are rare, and only
accessible to a small population of scholars and collectors at specific geographic locations. A single wanton act of
destruction can destroy an entire line of heritage. Furthermore, contrary to the popular beliefs, the libraries, museums,
and publishers do not routinely maintain broadly comprehensive archives of the considered works of man. No one can
afford to do this, unless the archive is digital. Even the publishers are also reluctant to reprint old works given the poor
returns which are in great demand with researchers, a site of digital library will be a goldmine to them.

Digital technology can make the works of man permanently accessible to the billions of people all over the world. Great
philanthropists, and visionary information scientists in past centuries have recognized the great potential of public
libraries to improve the quality of life and provide opportunity to the citizenry. A language independent digital library,
widely available through free access on the Internet, will improve the global society in ways beyond measurement.

The technological advances today make it possible to think in terms of storing all the knowledge of the human race in
digital form by the year 2008.

{mospagebreak &title= Goals}

GOALS :

General belief is that it is impossible to capture all books in Rich Text Format even in hundreds of years and it was our
primary objective, although a long term one, to convert the images (pages of the books) into RTF. Hence we had to
convince ourselves as to the feasibility of the project and we started by undertaking the task of converting as many books
as possible in a short span of time and make it a continuous and ongoing process by using the latest technology and we
firmly believe that it will revolutionize the process of education in much of the world.

Libraries are unevenly distributed around the world and within each country. In the U.S. the NCES Survey noted that in
1996, 3,408 of 3,792 institutions of higher education had libraries holding 806.7 million volumes. The 112 largest
university libraries in the United States and Canada each have at least 1.8 million books. They are members of the
Association for Research Libraries. Massachusetts has about 25 million volumes; New York has about 31 million
volumes, and California has about 40 million volumes in their ARL Libraries (Association for Research Libraries,
1999/2000). Other states, such as North and South Dakota, have no large libraries. A few large public libraries have
several million volumes. However, most junior colleges, high schools, and public libraries have much smaller collections.
Making this large knowledge repository can revolutionize research at all levels of education and give a much-needed
boost at minimal cost to our national educational infrastructure. This impact will be further enhanced given the
convenience of on-line access, and the benefit of full text searching at word and phrase levels.

A secondary benefit of on-line search is to make locating the relevant information inside of books far more reliable and
much easier. Student&rsquo;s success in finding exactly what they seek will increase and increased success will
enhance student willingness to perform research using this large resource. NCES reports that 84 percent of libraries
around the country are open between 60 and 80 hours a week. This image based digital library would be open all the
168 hours the week on a 24x7x365 basis. More than one individual will be able to use the same book at the same time.
Thus, popular works will not be checked out and thus unavailable to others.

{mospagebreak &title= Benefits}
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BENEFITS :

The principal benefit of the bengali e-library will be to supplement the formal education system by making knowledge
available to anyone who can read and has access to internet. Libraries have played a vital role in the advancement of
human society. Societal advance depends on young people having access to books via libraries and other means. We
expect that making this unique web resource available free to everyone around the world will enhance the learning
process.

MEMBERSHIP :
Initially everybody will be able to log on to our website and whoever satisfies our required criteria will be treated as a
Subscriber of our library and entitled to surf the site, see and download certain pages of the book free of charge.

FREE DOWNLOAD :
All Subscribers will be allowed to download certain pages of any book free of charge.

FULL DOWNLOAD :
Under this option Subscriber will be allowed to download any books that will fulfill the online donation criteria.

In case of copyrighted books even the Subscriber who fulfill the Online Donation Criteria, will have to donate the price
mentioned therein.

DONATION :

Our Organization is out and out non-profit making. Those persons who will donate to the library for its development will
be treated as our member.

{mospagebreak &title= Online Donation}

Online Donation

Members&rsquo; donation is as follows
Donation
US $149.99 for One year

Members&rsquo; donation will be paid in advance by any credit card through Pay Pal. They will be permitted to log on to
our website. Any books can be downloadable till the expiry of their membership (except the copyrighted).

Offline Donation

Any person who does not hold any credit card he may take subscription by paying the donation in Indian currency (the
exchange rate of dollar in term of Indian rupee existing at that point of time) equivalent to the said US $ through Demand
Draft/Bankers Cheque Payable at &ldquo;BENGALI E-LIBRARY , AXIS BANK A/C. No 017010200018692&rdquo; or
"CHAYAN INFOSYS, STATE BANK OF INDIA A/C No. 30204259675". He will also get the same benefit as those
enjoyed by Online Subscribers.

OPENING :
This Site is owned and operated by www.banglalibrary.org. Contact details appear at &lsquo;Contact Us&rsquo; web
page.

As a user (whether Subscriber/Member), you will be able to access material on most areas of the Site after going
through the registration process. Certain areas of the Site may only be open to you if you are a Member.

However, www.banglalibrary.org reserves the right to suspend or terminate your access and use of the Site at any time
without showing any cause. It may exercise this right with or without notice. If applicable, notice will be given to your e-
mail address as given by you to www.banglalibrary.org. In that event, notice will be deemed to serve three hours after
transmission. You are responsible for all charges for your own Internet and telecommunication service providers.
{mospagebreak &title= Off. Comm.}

Use of Email for official communication

Subscriber/Member hereby directs www.banglalibrary.org to send all reports and communications to Member/Subscriber
through e-mail by using registered email ID. Subscriber/Member understands that Internet is not encrypted and is not a
secure means of transmission. Subscriber/Member acknowledge and accept that such an unsecured transmission
method involves the risks of possible unauthorized alteration of data and/or unauthorized usage thereof for whatever
purposes.

Subscriber/Member agree to exempt www.banglalibrary.org and its members from any and all responsibility of such
misuse and receipt of information, and hold www.banglalibrary.org or its members harmless for any costs or losses the
Subscriber/Member may incur due to errors, delays or problems in transmission or otherwise caused by using the
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internet as a means of transmission.

Use of www.banglalibrary.org Content

All material on the Site and messages by e-mail belongs to www.banglalibrary.org or its licensors. You may retrieve and
display Content from the Site on a computer screen, print individual pages on paper (but not photocopy them) and store
such pages in electronic form on disk (but not on any server or other storage device connected to a network) for your
personal, non-commercial use. Except as expressly set out above, you may not reproduce, modify or in any way
commercially exploit any of the Content save as source material having given full credit to www.banglalibrary.org as the
source including the trademark and copyright notice. Please be careful not to copy the designs, trade marks or
intellectual property of others reported within the Site as this may result in you being used or prosecuted by the owner of
that content in particular, but without limiting the general application of the restrictions contained in the preceding
sentence, you may not do any of the following without prior written permission from www.banglalibrary.org:

Redistribute any of the Content (including by using it as part of any library, archive or similar service). Remove the
copyright or trademark notice from any copies of Content made under these Terms. Create a database in electronic or
structured manual form by systematically downloading and storing all or any of the Content.

Requests to republish or redistribute Content should be addressed to www.banglalibrary.org at
info@www.banglalibrary.org. You acknowledge that &ldquo;www.banglalibrary.org&rdquo; are trademarks and that you
may not use them without written permission from www.banglalibrary.org.

{mospagebreak &title= Bulletin Board}

Bulletin Boards & Discussion Groups

The Site may include bulletin boards, discussion groups and other public areas that allow feedback to
www.banglalibrary.org and interaction between users (&ldquo;Blogs&rdquo;). While www.banglalibrary.org does not
control the information posted to Blogs (the &ldquo;Messages&rdquo;), it reserves the right (which it may exercise at its
sole discretion without notice) to delete, remove or edit the Messages and you waive any moral rights that you may have
in regard to the Messages.

You are solely responsible for the content of your Messages. You must comply with any rules posted by
www.banglalibrary.org on Blogs.

You may not :
Post or otherwise publish any Messages containing any form of advertising for goods and services.

Post or otherwise publish any Messages that are unlawful, threatening, abusive, libelous, and indecent.
Infringe the rights of third parties or which contain any other form of illegal content.

Post or otherwise publish any Messages that contain a virus or other harmful component.

Restrict or inhibit any other user from using the Blogs.

By submitting messages to any Blog you personally agree to indemnify and hold harmless www.banglalibrary.org from
all claims, costs and expenses (including legal expenses) arising out of any Messages posted or published by you. By
submitting Messages to any Blogs you are granting www.banglalibrary.org a perpetual royalty free non-exclusive license
to reproduce, make available, distribute and sub-license the Message in whole or in part and in print or electronic form.

Updates by E-Mail

www.banglalibrary.org may provide news email service or other prompts to new Content. Your use of the Content
received through the email news service will be subject to these Terms.

{mospagebreak &title= Add. Serv. Content}

Additional Services Content

We may offer you the opportunity to partake in complimentary services that do not form part of the news, information
and source material on the site; such additional material (&ldquo;Additional Services Content&rdquo;) would be available
to you on a paid-for basis. Additional Services Content will be clearly identified, as will any additional terms applicable.

Advertising and Sponsorship

Part of the Site may contain advertising and sponsorship. Advertisers and sponsors are responsible for ensuring that
material submitted for inclusion on the Site complies with international and national law. www.banglalibrary.org will not be
responsible for any error or inaccuracy in advertising material.

Competitions and Prize Draws
From time to time www.banglalibrary.org may run competitions, free prize draws and promotions on the Site. These are
subject to additional terms that will be made available at the time of such competitions.

Software and Java Security
Copyright in any software that is made available for download from the Site (&ldquo;Software&rdquo;) belongs to
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www.banglalibrary.org or its suppliers. Your use of the Software is governed by the terms as stipulated with us that may
accompany or be included with the Software. Do not install or use any Software unless you agree to such terms and
conditions.

{mospagebreak &title= Disclaimer}

Limitation of Liability and Disclaimer

The Content is only for your general information and use and is not intended to address your particular requirements. In
particular, the Content does not constitute any form of advice, recommendation or arrangement by www.banglalibrary.org
and is not intended to rely upon by users in making (or refraining from making) any specific investment or other business
or personal decisions. Appropriate local independent advice should be obtained before making any such decision. Any
arrangements made between you and any third parties named on this Site whether in the trade directory or otherwise are
at your sole risk and responsibility.

BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF SOURCES FROM WHICH www.banglalibrary.org OBTAINS CONTENT AND THE
NATURE OF ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTION THROUGH THE WORLD WIDE WEB, www.banglalibrary.org DOES NOT
GIVE ANY WARRANTIES IN RESPECT OF THE SITE. IN PARTICULAR, THE SITE IS PROVIDED ON AN &ldquo;AS
IS&rdquo;, &ldquo;AS AVAILABLE&rdquo; BASIS AND www.banglalibrary.org DOES NOT GUARANTEE THE
ACCURACY, TIMELINESS, COMPLETENESS, AND PERFORMANCE OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE
OF THE SITE OR ANY CONTENT. ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE TERMS TO THE
EXTENT THAT THEY MAY BE EXCLUDED AS A MATTER OF LAW. ADDITIONALLY, www.banglalibrary.org MAKES
NO WARRANTY THAT THE SITE IS YEAR 2008 COMPLIANT OR FREE FROM INFECTION BY VIRUSES OR
ANYTHING ELSE THAT HAS CONTAMINATING OR DESTRUCTIVE PROPERTIES. www.banglalibrary.org WILL NOT
BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES.

The Site contains links to other World Wide Web sites, either directly or through frames and, where possible, we will
make clear where such links are being made. Independent third parties provide those sites and www.banglalibrary.org is
not responsible for their availability or content.

Notwithstanding these provisions, www.banglalibrary.org&rsquo;s liability will not be limited in the case of death or
personal injury directly caused by www.banglalibrary.org&rsquo;s negligence.

{mospagebreak &title= Privacy Policy}

Privacy Policy
The information that you provide about yourself to www.banglalibrary.org will only be used by www.banglalibrary.org in
accordance with its Privacy Policy. We will not sell or share your id or your personal information to third parties.

Changes to these Terms

www.banglalibrary.org reserves the right, at its discretion, to make changes to any part of the Site. Due to its policy of
updating and improving the site, www.banglalibrary.org may wish to change these Terms (including those relating to your
use of the Content). When terms are changed, www.banglalibrary.org will notify you by email or by publishing details of
those changes by including them at the end of these Terms. If you use the Site after www.banglalibrary.org has
published or notified you of the changes, you are agreeing now to be bound by those changes. If you do not agree to be
bound by those changes, you should not use the Site any further after they are published at the end of these Terms or
after you receive notice of the changes.

Variation
www.banglalibrary.org reserves its right to vary the users&rsquo; terms and conditions.

Jurisdiction
These Terms shall be governed by and construed in accordance with Indian law.

The parties irrevocably agree that the courts of Calcutta shall have exclusive jurisdiction to settle any dispute arising out
of Subscription/Membership.

{mospagebreak &title= General}

General

You may not assign sub-license or otherwise transfer any of your rights or obligations under these Terms.

If any provision of these Terms is found to be invalid by any court having competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of that
provision will not affect the validity of the remaining provisions of these Terms, which shall remain in full force and effect.

Failure by either party to exercise any right or remedy under these Terms does not constitute a waiver of that right or
remedy.
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Headings in these Terms are for convenience only and will have no legal meaning or effect.

www.banglalibrary.org is an organization operating from :
Jyoti Tower, 313, Nabapally, Ward No. 23, Salt Lake, Sector-1V, Kolkata-700105, West Bengal, INDIA. Phone :

+919831193298, +919836422308, +9133-23353176, E-mail : info@banglalibrary.org

The People Behind :

Jyoti Bandyopadhyay

Dr. Alok Ray, M.A., Ph. D, Dr. Biswajiban Majumdar, Dr. Baridbaran Ghosh, M.A., Ph. D., D. Litt, Dr. Bimalendu Dam,
M.A., Ph. D, Pranabesh Chakravarty, Senior Journalist, K.K. Roy Choudhury, Mahamahopadhyaya Prop. Dr. Dhyanesh
Narayan Chakrabarti, Late Sitansu Sekhar Ghosh -IRSSE (Retd), Ujjal Bandyopadhyay, Shyamali Ghosh, Niranjan Ch.
Paul, Ajay Chakraborty, Keya Bhattacharya (Marketing Consultant).

Rajesh Biswas, Goutam Banerjee, Rajkumar Mondal, Debarati Bhattacharya.

{mospagebreak &title= Copyright Policy}

COPYRIGHT POLICY

The copyright policy is as per the Indian copy Right Act 1957.
All the books that are currently available online have either been checked against their copyright re-registration directory

in which books prior to 1963 which are not re-registered are deemed to be out of copyright, or have been agreed by the
authors.

However, incase of a possible error in copyright checking, if the author or publisher sends a written request, along with
proper supporting document for removal to the address below, such a request will be validated and complied with within

one week of receiving such request.

Jyoti Tower, 313, Nabapally, Ward No. 23, Salt Lake, Sector-1V, Kolkata-700105, West Bengal, INDIA. Phone :
+919831193298, +919836422308, +9133-23353176, E-mail : info@banglalibrary.org
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